




development, the sharing of scientific and technological knowledge, the
protection of the ecological system, and of cultural diversity.

13 Socialist objectives clearly imply an active role for Ireland in international affairs
and not one of passive alignment with the most powerful or the most profitable.

14 It important therefore that 'positive neutrality' be developed as a policy position
which sees us taking such an active role at international fora such as the U.N.O.,
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe and European political co­
operation.

15 However, in order for Ireland to play a full role in all the decisions, we must insist
as other countries are doing that the balance of power in such fora is not
weighted in favour of the most powerful, and that the now redundant cold war
balance be replaced with a balance in favour of the dispossessed of the world.

European Union
16 This clearly requires changes in how the U.N. Security Council reaches its

decisions, and in how it reaches its decisions. and who is represented on it and
also a greater role for the General Assembly. It also means a much clearer
definition of the commitments which are being demanded by the EC states
under European Political Union and the evolution of the Conference on Security
and Co-operation (C.S.C.E.) in Europe as a Pan-European security forum.

17 The most immediate issue is that of European Political Union and proposals that
such a union should have a defence dimension. There are pressures for the
establishment of a European Army and even voices calling for such an army to
be sent to the Gulf. Ireland should oppose any development, which sees
European Community as a superpower helping to police the world and protect
its interests outside its own borders.

18 A defensive dimension is only acceptable to defend the member states against
aggression and could not be countenanced as an aggressive force. It would
have to be a non-nuclear defence and its aim would have to be to build
confidence between states and to prevent war. Decision making would also
have to be by unanimity with the right to a veto built-in.

International Party Relations
19 The first principle would be that relations are decided by the Ard Comhairle on

advice from the Party's International Affairs Committee. The Ard Comhairle
would decide on establishing, breaking or suspending relations

20 These should be seen on three levels and should be inclusive rather than
exclusive.

(1) Diplomatic
(2) Party to Party
(3) Trade

21 Diplomatic: Would cover virtually all states. particularly those with
ambassadors accredited to Ireland unless specifically decided by the Ard
Comhairle. Reasons for not having relations could be based on criterion such
as human rights abuses; suppression of democracy; international terrorism;

16



aggression against another state. The guidelines of U.N., C.S.C.E. or other fora
could be adopted as basis.

22 Party to Party: As an independent socialist party we have traditionally sought
friendly relations with a range of parties including the Socialist International
excluding only fascist, terrorist and ultra-left groups. This pradice should
continue but with a more formal and carefully respected procedure to ensure
that there is no misunderstanding publicly or within the party on the nature of the
relationships. A party bulletin on international affairs should be published at
least annually outlining our position on various issues.

23 Trade: In the course of diplomatic and Party to Party contads opportunities for
developing trade between Ireland and other countries often arise. It is in the
interest of working people everywhere that such trade should be encouraged
where it is beneficial to each country. Trade of course would not be encouraged
by us with parties or states where the people there are struggling against
oppression e.g. South Africa. Again however decisions should be made by the
Ard Comhairle based on consultation with the International Affairs Committee
and in line with the expressed needs and wishes of progressive parties in those
countries.

European Policy
24 The Workers' Party favours, in principle, the moves towards European Union

and believes that it offers an opportunity to overcome both the inherent
limitations of the nation state and its inability to deal with powerful global
institutions which have evolved and which make national boundaries almost
irrelevant.

25 The party is fully committed to participating fully in the continuing debate on
European Union. There will be a more unified Europe in the short-term and its
level of democracy will be determined by the extent to which its institutions are
amenable to democratic control.

26 In particular the European Parliament, as the democratically eleded body
representing the citizens of the EC, must be given an adequate role in
Community decision making, particularly in relation to the uneleded institutions.
This must be accompanied by the development of closer links between the EP
and the national parliaments and the devolution of power to the maximum
extent possible to empower the citizen in the local community.

27 The recent changes which have taken place in the world order offers the Left in
Europe an opportunity to make democracy the issues and to put forward
proposals for strudures at local, regional, national and European level which
are accessible, effedive, and responsive to the need of its citizens.

28 The development of a more truly democratic Europe must also involve a greater
opportunity for input by representative organisations and non-governmental
organisations and priorities the development of a social Europe and the
concepts of a civil society.

29 The Workers' Party favours the development of broad co-operation among the
parties on the European Left, and commits itself to furthering such development.

17



Third World
30 The human and material resources of the developing countries continue to be

exploited by the developed world, in particular the 'Group of Seven" leading
industrial countries.

31 Developing countries now have overt political sovereignty, but heir efforts to
achieve fuller development are frustrated by a web of interlocking economic
power structures, which enable the 'First World' to perpetuate its control over
terms of trade, the flow of capital, commodity prices, exchange rates,
communications networks and technology.

32 Ireland must play its role in fulfilling obligations towards the estimated 3,000
million destitute people on the planet.

This should involve:

* a substantial increase in this country's bilateral aid programme, slashed by
50% in the past three years, to achieve the UN target of Official Development
Assistance within a five year period.

* the adoption of development strategies which not only promote sustained
economic growth in the third world, but also distributional equity, social
integration, pluralism and care for the environment.

33 Within the EC and international institutions in which we participate, Ireland
should demand:

* equitable terms of trade and market access for Third World producers.

* effective measures to resolve the international debt crisis

* promotion of South-South trade and co-operation.

* implementation of a New International Economic order.

34 The truly internationalist nature of the effort to overcome poverty is illustrated by
the face that, just as the poorest countries in the Third World have their wealthy
elites, so even the most affluent countries continue to tolerate conditions of
squalor and deprivation among a substantial minority of their oINn populations.
There is a close link between the efforts to achieve social and economic justice
in Ireland and throuthout the Third World.
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