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Butt

He would often take crayfish and monkfish from Hanlons fishmongers that might
have been in their window display but would never have been sold and create
Indian dishes with them. Recipes from the Tandoori Rooms appeared in man
publications, including Gourmet, and the restaurant was listed in the Gault Millay
guide and in every Egon Ronay guidebook from the first edition.

Mike Butt was the founding president, in 1970, of the Irish Restaurant-Qwp.
ers Association (IRA), which soon changed its name to the Restaurant Associa-
tion of Ireland (RAI), for obvious reasons. John D. Carroll, Mark Kavanagh, Pe-
ter Robinson, Maurice Cohen, Heather Gay and Rachael Bewley were the other
fouhding members. The main purpose of this organization was to lobby for re-
duced taxation and a special licence that would permit restaurants to serve spirits
and beer as well as wine. Mike was also director of Dublin Tourism for a period,
as well as being honorary cousul of Pakistan in Ireland.

In 1975, Golden Orient, Ltd. started a service called “Dine Around” which al-
lowed visitors to Ireland to book meals in top Irish restaurants before leaving home
and pay for them with special vouchers purchased from their local tour operators,

The 1980 Good Food Guide found the tastes and the bonhomie of the Tandoori
Rooms unchanged as the restaurant completed a quarter-century of business. At
this stage Mike was sharing the cooking tasks with Mohamad Yusuf and Kevin
Pigot. In 1986, however, because of Mike's ill health and a severe downturn in the
economy, the restaurant closed.

Mike Butt enjoyed shooting pheasant and was an avid fly fisherman, favoring par-
ticularly the Connemara lakes. He loved to drive fast cars and was the proud owner of
a Bristol 404, Austin Martin DB4 and the first MGB GT in Ireland. In his latter years
he took up painting and became an Irish citizen. He died on January 15, 1988,
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