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Figure 1.33 A's clay model above 
Figure 1.34 B's clay model below 
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Figure 1.36 C's clay model below 



Figure 1.37 C's clay model above 
Figure 1.38 E's clay model below 



Figure 1.39 E's clay model 



Appendix 2 

Action plan as an outcome of arts based research at Southend Family Resource Centre 

July 2009 

Dear ..... , 

Once again can I say thanks for working with me over the four arts based research sessions. I found the 

process very enlightening. It seems like a long gap back to March and quite a bit has happened in my life. 

In June I started to look over the work we made and I have tried to present some kind of conclusions and 

plans. In this short document I want to address some of these. The overall research question was examining 

the relationship past, present and future between the Wexford Campus and the community and specifically 

the role of the new art school. We touched on lots of issues to do with education and community both in the 

actual visual material we made and the short discussions we had after each session. 

The sense of the positive experiences of active community work is very strong in the material created, the 

role of the team, of trust and friendship come across in nearly all the work. The success of the centre and 

the many aspects of its 'caring and sharing' work is clearly and proudly visible. The Southend is really a 

centre of learning without the traditional roles of students and teachers. The welcoming and sunny ethos of 

the centre is clearly stated: The ambition of creating the new centre also becomes clearly represented. The 

new centre looks big ' with several floors in some of the images. All the way through, the work created 

presents itself as a process and part of a journey, there is no real beginning or end to this story and I like the 

way the images reflect that. The images also reflect place and the immediate local environment of the sea, 

terraced housing and the Rocks. Men were curiously absent from most of the images and this perhaps 

reflects their traditional lack of involvement in grass roots community education. Will this position change 

in the next generation? 

In terms of being open for collaboration and future exchange the images speak very positively about such a 

possibility. This bodes well for the students on the course I teach and I feel the team under estimated how 

expert they are in terms of community development and active education methods like learning by doing 

and participatory learning. I know that I learnt a lot and that the students will do likewise. I find the 

proposal to help the students to gain an insight into working in the local primary school art classroom to be 

a very generous offer. 

While I felt that overall the place of education was held in high esteem, and education was clearly linked to 

community development, certain barriers to higher education were symbolised. A recurrent image in the 

work was that of a doorway or threshold and some of the issues related to the absence of a more human 

sense of warmth and welcome. Higher education institutions tend to be anonymous and official looking. In 

. Wexford, IT Carlow is newish to the town yet it occupies buildings with a long history of associations, it 

would seem a lot more could be done to brighten up the access areas of the campus. The door can also be a 
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visual metaphor for a lack of community involvement on the behalf of the college and this is a deeper issue, 

one which my course is trying to address. Another barrier was more subliminal and that was to do with 

money and the cost of education. An image emerged that while we can all dream of improvement there are 

faceless people who hold power over us in terms of allowing us to proceed on our journeys, so there will 

always be a struggle to get what we deserve, nothing comes for free. The fact that the college took so long 

in paying you as researchers was another manifestation of this and once again I am sorry about how drawn 

out this became. I learnt a lot in this respect as well. 

Specifically in terms of the Wexford Campus it was observed that the part time course in Community Arts 

Management was not genuinely community focused. I believe the new course: BA in Leadership and 

Community Development now offered at the Wexford Campus could be a course that develops connections 

with the Southend centre either as lecturers/facilitators or as students. Again, I recognise from the images 

that more links need to made (or even begun) between Wexford Campus and the grass roots community 

organisations. I believe in the future there will be more courses related to community development and 

citizenship for example this year Carlow College are offering an honours degree in Citizenship and 

Community Studies this course has a community arts focus. WIT has a higher cert in Community 

Education and Community Development which has an element of community arts. Combining education 

provision into the new Southend centre could be a future sustainable path? 

Action plan for 2009/2010 

Part 1 Primary school Art Classes 

Team proposed to h~lp · guide and evaluate teaching support role for up to four 3rd year art student 

volunteers. Students will accompany team when teaching at St John of Gods primary school. They will 

present a lesson plan to the team and get guidance on how to work in the role of art teacher/facilitator for 

5th and 6th class students. Students will not be left in charge of any class and will occupy a support role 

only. The aim would be that the students contributes to the community with their time, supports the work of 

the Southend centre and the primary school and learns skills in working with people. To run over 30 weeks 

Contact was made with Bernadette Parle and she is fine with proposal. 

Students will write a letter of introduction asking to volunteer and participate and the decision of the team 

will be final. Students will be writing a reflective journal of their experiences. If a student volunteer does 

not work out in the role another student can join the group. 

Part 2 Community Murals 

Students will volunteer to assist in the making of new murals or other creative work in relation to the plot 

of ground owned by the centre. The graffiti project started by Joanne in 2009 will continue with 2 student 

volunteers helping out, participants can again use the college facilities to make the graffiti panels. I had a 

discussion with Colm about the wall and some of the logistics of structuring student involvement. The wall 

was to represent a cross section of the community not just graffiti and an overall design maybe needed so 

that it does not become too fragmented in terms of an overall backdrop to the sensory garden. Art students 
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would not be able to take a major role in terms of responsibility for this project, again they would be 

volunteering and supporting more qualified and experienced community activists. 

Again students participating should learn about how a community project comes about and about the 

participatory and democratic elements in any such undertaking. 

An off shoot of this project could also use volunteers (up to 4) to work with the proposed plan to make 

murals in the playground of the St John of Gods School. This was an idea introduced by Bernadette the 

acting principal. 

Students will be writing a reflective journal of their experiences. If a student volunteer does not work out in 

the role another student can join the group. 

Part 3 My personal involvement 

It struck me as I was teaching the module in community based learning that I need to engage more actively 

with grassroots community development. I am available to work with the centre over the coming year for 1 

session every 3 weeks from September to June. This participation could be art related or project related, I 

have discussed with Colm this idea and he mentioned a possible project to get involved in might be the 

working with older men and trying to build up an oral history account of life on and by the sea. I mentioned 

whether they might be interested in art related projects and he thought no. I am open to other ideas if the 

team has them? 

Part 4 Further funded research opportunities 

As a researcher, I would like to work with the team in the future to undertake more arts based research. I 

would seek funding from grant sources to do another 4 sessions on a new set of issues related to community 

education. I really enjoyed the first 4 sessions and found that a lot of ideas were generated and discussed. I 

believe we could succeed with securing another grant to proceed further with this type of research approach 

during 09/10. 

Part 5 The Wexford Campus 

Improve the visible presence of the art school within the community, encourage more people from the 

community to visit, hold public events in the building above and beyond the annual degree shows. This 

coming year 2 events are planned so far Culture Night and Snakes and ladders, a lot more could be done in 

this area 

Seek to establish the BA in community development and leadership in the medium term: 

Programme a conference in the area of community based education in the medium term. 

Many thanks for your honest and open commitment to the research 

Brian Rand 

Course Director BA (Rons) in Art. 
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