








and the importance of the socio-cultural context of the migrant’s journey. Any authentic
effort to serve the dignity of the migrant cannot be done without paying attention to the
socio-cultural conditions within which the migrant is trying to establish themselves. This is
the two fold act of ‘the heart that sees’. The response of the heart that sees alerts the larger
community to the ‘sign of the times’ provides a service to the larger community. The two
fold action of the heart that sees is affirmed by the joint letter of the American and Mexican

Bishop’s Conferences.

We recognize the phenomenon of migration as an authentic sign of the times. We
see it in both our countries through the suffering of those who have been forced to
become migrants for many reasons. To such a sign we must respond in common and
creative ways so that we may strengthen the faith, hope, and charity of migrants and
all the People of God. Such a sign is a call to transform national and international
social, economic, and political structures so that they may provide the conditions
required for the development for all, without exclusion and discrimination against
any person in any circumstance™.

Conclusion

This paper has shown that the pastoral care of migrant cannot be disconnected from the
socio-cultural context within which the migrant is ministered to. The migrant by his or her
very nature is at the cusp of social change as they constantly negotiate new economic,
cultural, social and religious borders. It is in responding to the needs of migrants that those
involved in their pastoral care discover not only the needs of the migrant but the all too
present ‘signs of the times’ which are important for the migrant but are also important for
those who are interested in ‘making things better for society and it’s peoples’. The overview
of the work of IECE has shown this to be the case. From providing religious rituals to housing
and support for specific groups at specific phases of its existence, IECE have successfully
applied itself to the needs of those who run the risk of alienation that Oscar Handlin rightly

observed is at one and the same time the history of migration.

One can say therefore that the ‘pedagogy of seeing’ as outlined in this paper has a dual role;
that of scrutinising the needs of the migrant and also the socio-cultural circumstances within

which the needs of the migrant manifest themselves. This raises important issues for those

49 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and Conferencia del Episcopado Mexicano, 2002 Strangers No
Longer: Together on a Journey of Hope, USCCB para. 102.
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| love to brighten up dark lives

and rid sad hearts of lonely cries

| have one fierce enemy, despair,
all driven energy, forever there,

rip hearts apart and doesn’t care

| care. Let’s walk together now,
help me to help, to grow and thrive

and let the future shine alive

Despair would murder it and make you
guilty. Let’s talk now as we walk and see

the future reaching out to you and me.

Our skies are brightening up today.
| love your company, dear friend,

and always will, come what may.

| dream of being the living song

everyone would love to sing.

Impossible? No. That’s me. Let’s keep walking

Until both our hearts are singing.
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